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I’d first like the thank you for allowing me to be a participant in today’s ceremony.  It is indeed an 
honor to be part of this distinguished Alumni ceremony.  It is great to see that Cavaliers, young 
and not quite so young, have gathered to honor those who have taken the valuable lessons that 
were learned within the hallowed halls of the Chillicothe City Schools and used them to have 
great success in their lives after high school.  I am always humbled by the accomplishments of 
our distinguished alumni and am hopeful that our own students will be inspired by what you do 
and what you have done. 
 
For those of you who may not know I am the son and grandson of Chillicothe High School 
alumni and attended Chillicothe City Schools for 11 years before moving to Pickaway County 
during my junior year of high school.  Though not an official alumni of the class of 1985, I live by 
our motto of once a Cavalier, Always a Cavalier. 
 
As time has progressed you may note that there have been some changes in our school 
system.  One of the most glaring changes is the fact that our school district is much smaller than 
it was during the peak years of the 1970s when there were well over 6000 students, 2 middle 
schools and 8 elementary schools.  Today we have about 2900 students and only 4 elementary 
buildings.  Despite the changes in size, the Chillicothe City School District takes great pride in 
offering the best education in Southern Ohio.  We continue to be innovative and are able to offer 
some fantastic programs in spite of some of the challenges we face.  I think you should be quite 
proud of the excellent things that are taking place in our school district still today. 
 
I would love to report to you that we are doing incredibly well financially, but the fact is we are in 
the midst of a significant financial crisis.  In spite of cutting $6 million and about 50 staff 
positions in the past 3 years, we will not be able to manage this current crisis by simply cutting 
more and spending less.  We will be placing a levy on the ballot within the next year and it will 
be critically important for this levy to pass if we are to preserve the staffing and curriculum that 
we have always expected as part of the Chillicothe City Schools’ tradition.  As we honor the 
individuals today I hope that you will consider the ways in which you can come to the aid of your 
beloved alma mater.  At his inauguration President  Kennedy challenged Americans by asking 
them not what their country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.  I hope that 
Kennedy’s spirit will be with you as you think about how you might be able to help your school, a 
school that I hope has richly blessed your life as the Chillicothe Schools have blessed mine, 
both as a student and now as an employee. 
 
As the 32nd Superintendent of this school district it is my privilege on behalf of the board of 
education of the Chillicothe City Schools to offer congratulations to the members of the 
Distinguished Alumni Class of 2012.  Your efforts and accomplishments are a source of great 
pride for our district and we thank you and honor the tremendous manner in which you have 
represented this community, this school district, and of course your own families. 
 
Before closing I would like to read something to you that I hope will touch you in the same way it 
did me.  Just last week I received an email from a friend, Mrs. Joy Renner, former Director of 
the CHS Vocal Music programs and founder of Chillicothe’s renowned show choir, the 
Cavalites.  The email Mrs. Renner sent contains the words to the second and third verses of the 
Alma Mater.  Before last week I didn’t know there were two additional verses to the alma mater.  
Joy also told me that the words were sent to Mrs. J.A. Smith on January 28, 1946 and that she 



had the original letter and envelope.  You will note that I brought Mr. J.A. Smith with me today 
along with two large plaques that hung in the Smith Building that I would like to present to the 
Alumni Association to be placed in the Distinguished Alumni hallway as part of a project to 
recognize all of the Chillicothe Schools’ former buildings.  Incidentally, each year our high 
school principal, Mr. Jeffrey Fisher, expects students to learn their Alma Mater, just as Mr. Smith 
did.  Throughout a typical school year students have occasion to sing this beautiful tune during 
a number of school assemblies.  As we all know, most students cannot appreciate the meaning 
of the lyrics of an alma mater.  It usually isn’t until some time afterwards.  Though many of us 
have never heard them, I think you will agree the two verses really complete and complement 
the beautiful first verse; an alma mater we can all be proud of.  I would like to read this to you in 
honor of all Alumni of our great school: 
 
 
Blue and White 
 
Mid the hills of old Ohio 
Where the valley smiling lies, 
And the placid, still, Scioto 
bears the blue of summer skies; 
In the proud unsullied memory 
Of years sped in their flight, 
Chillicothe, Fair in glory 
guards the peerless Blue and White. 
 

 
Stalwart sons and fairest daughters, 
Gather ever 'round her shrine, 
While youth's happy sunlit waters 
Ripple O'er the shoals of Time. 
May her firm course never falter-- 
Still her cause be just and right-- 
Laurel bound those brows be ever  
Striving for the Blue and White. 
 

 
As the red rose leaves uncover, 
So Time's portals open sway; 
As the red rose leaves shall wither, 
So our school days pass away, 
But though withered, sore and faded. 
Still they bear their perfume light; 
So our hearts with long years weighted, 
Shall yet love the Blue and White. 
 

Thank you once again for allowing me to be a part of today’s program.  Congratulations to our 

newest Distinguished Alumni members, and may God Bless you, the Chillicothe City School 

District and its students both past and present. 


